W E E K LY B U L L E T I N - 2 6 M a y 2 0 1 9
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LEAD PASTOR
This week we dive into the second chapter of God’s message to
us through His prophet Haggai, and again we hear God’s call to
us through Haggai for us to ‘Consider our ways’.
The people had clear instructions from God to rebuild the temple,
but what happened is they were discouraged. And they were
discouraged because of their comparisons and their lack of
progress.
Because what the people were doing was comparing their start
with someone else’s finish. Haggai and some of the people knew
what the temple was like in all its glory and splendour, and so
were comparing their progress with what they knew, which caused
them to be discouraged.
All God was asking them to do was to obey what it is that He had asked them so that
they could receive His blessing. Sounds easy, right? But it turned out that this was a
little bit harder than they thought, and what happened is that even after asking them
to ‘consider their ways’, the people did not return to God, they did not obey.
This led them to see God as unloving, but really it was because their heart was not
God’s. They were not giving themselves completely over to Him, even though he
had called them to ‘consider their ways’, and do so.
I pray that you give your heart and all to God
and receive the blessings He has for you.
- Pastor Ben.

Haggai : Consider Your Ways - The
Blessings of Obedience (Part 2)
Bible Reading: Haggai 2:1-19
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Date

Location
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Sun

02/06

Bethany

Synod - Sunday Service @ 8:30am

Fri

07/06

Bethany

Junior Youth @ 6pm

Sun

09/06

All Locations

Supernatural Sermon Series (Part 1)

Thank you Gary Hermann for lay leading at Bethany Worship Centre (Raceview) and
Bob Weiss for lay leading at Grace Worship Centre (Riverview).
Baptism at St John’s Worship Service (central) we welcome into God’s family through
Holy Baptism, Olivia Feei McAully, daughter of John and Mandy McAully.

Combined Synod Worship is being held at 8.30am on the 2nd of June at Bethany
Worship Centre (Raceview). No other services will be held that weekend. All are invited to
join the delegates of the district convention for this service led by Bishop Paul Smith in
conjunction with our pastors.
Professional Standards Training For those who are yet to complete their professional
standards training (all volunteers), there is one being held on 15 June, 9am-4pm in
Murrumba Downs. If you would like to register, please contact info@ispwich.church.
Junior Youth term 2 dates: 10 & 24 May, 7 & 21 June. Come along for a fun night and
finish the school term strong before the school break. Engage is held every fortnight on
Friday, 6pm during the school term @ Bethany Worship Centre Raceview! All children from
Grades 4-7 are welcome to join for a night of fun, learning and dinner. $5 p/child or $10 for a
family. If you would like to volunteer, or learn more, contact Josh Jaeschke (07 3202 4035)
for more information!

Elvanto | Member Directory Our member directory is now available through the
Elvanto website and application! Simply visit https://ipswich.elvanto.com.au/ and login using
your login details. If you have no yet received login instructions, please email
info@ipswich.church.
Combined Synod Worship is being held at 8.30am on the 2nd of June at Bethany
Worship Centre (Raceview). No other services will be held that weekend. All are invited to
join the delegates of the district convention for this service led by Bishop Paul Smith in
conjunction with our pastors.
Small Groups As you know, you don’t need to be in community to have salvation in Jesus
Christ. That is a matter of grace through faith. But you will never be all that God created you
to be until you invest yourself in spiritual community. The journey of discipleship was never
meant to be taken alone. So if you are not in a small group, get into one! Even if you’ve tried
once or twice before, try again. Even if you don’t think you have the time, make the time.
Even if you’ve been burned before… what a great opportunity to practice forgiveness! Let’s
continue to journey in faith ‘Better Together’. Contact the church office if you require any
further information.
A new Small Group is commencing Tuesday 4 June at 2pm – 4pm. Meeting in the room
under St. John’s house (34 Roderick Street). The format will be slightly different to the usual
study and questions. Come along and see for yourself whether this would be for you. The
more the merrier, so the group is open to all ages: come if you are 80 with a life time of
experience or are young parents you are welcome to bring them along your children. If you
need more information or transport call me and we will see what we can organise. Vicki Park
(DTh, BMin), on 0422 817 292.
Spare Mobile Phones As part of our way of supporting our sister church : Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in Myanmar, we are hoping to donate some second hand mobile phones to
their church as they have mentioned this a s a point of current need. If you have any spare
mobile phones you would like to donate, please contact the church office.
Men’s Shed The next Men’s Shed is being held on Thursday, 28 May. Guest Speaker is
Bethany’s Syd Haag, who will be sharing a few stories. Bring along a donation - BBQ meal
will be provided. Call Will on 0427 793 338 or Russell on 07 3201 8708 for more
information.
Synod Saturday Evening Function As part of the Synod Program - there is a special
Saturday evening function which is to be held at North Ipswich Reserve Corporate Centre
(43 The Terrace, North Ipswich) with guest speaker David Janetzki (Local member for
Toowoomba South). All are invite to attend - cost is $58, and you can register via the Synod
website at https://qld.lca.org.au/events-2/synod-2019/
Just click on ‘Register for Convention of Synod 2019’ and enter your details and that you are
attending as a ‘visitor/guest’. All are welcome (not just delegates) to what will be a wonderful
evening meal and what is always a night of great conversation and celebration.

Prayer Points






for the church, that it would love Jesus and keep his word.
for missionaries, that they may be strengthened.
for those who are afraid.
for the nations and rulers of the earth.

Connect Card & Submitted Prayer Requests






for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Lutheran Bethlehem Church) and
our partnership with them in the gospel.
thank you God that you are always with us and helping us to do your will.
thank you for our children and families. Thank you for all we have. Please be with all
recovering from surgery and illness, please help them rest and recover.
for those in our church family suffering stress and overcome by life problems, for
comfort & strength.

General Prayers





the Pastors, staff team and leaders of the church.
worship services across all our locations (beforehand and as they take place).
specific events as they arise (i.e. funerals, weddings, baptisms etc.).

Want to know more about Jesus? Head to ‘Next Steps’ on our website: www.ipswich.church or
alternatively, speak to one of our pastors. We would love to hear from you and help you if you want to
continue in your faith walk, learning more about our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Guests - We trust that you have drawn closer to God in worship today. Our church is blessed by your
presence today. Please stay and enjoy a ‘cuppa’ with us after worship and make yourself known to us.
We’d love to answer any queries you may have, and be able to bless you with a special welcome pack
& gift – just for you!
Help us to care - If you know of someone who has fallen ill or who is suffering in any way, please let
the Pastoral Care Coordinator or one of the Pastors know by contacting the parish office so that
appropriate care and follow up can occur.
Looking for Christian Education? - We are blessed to be able to partner with Bethany Lutheran
Kindergarten (86 Raceview Street, Raceview, Ph: 3294 0024 | www.qlecs.org.au) and Bethany
Lutheran Primary School (126 Cascade Street, Raceview, Ph: 3288 8799 | www.bethany.qld.edu.au) as
they provide quality Christian education to the children and families of our city.

