W E E K LY B U L L E T I N - 1 9 M a y 2 0 1 9
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LEAD PASTOR
This week we start a new two part series based on the Old
Testament book of Haggai. Haggai is a minor prophet and in your
Bibles it is after Zephaniah and before Zechariah (but feel free to
use the index!)
I think often you can ‘wake up’ at stages in your life and have a bit
of an unsettling feeling because you might think that at that point
in your life your would have expected more.
And in many ways this is the context into which Haggai was
written. The people were saying “we thought we would be in much
different shape than we are in now”, and that is because they had
gone from having the most magnificent temple (built under King
Solomon), to now being in captivity under King Nebuchadnezzar.
But when they returned from captivity back into their nation, rather than build up their
temple which had been destroyed, they focused on their own houses. Instead of
focusing on God, they focused on themselves, their wants, their desires.
This led the Lord to say through his prophet Haggai: “Consider your ways”. Instead
of doing their ‘own thing’, he prompts the people to do what the Lord called them to
do as He delivered them from Captivity - simply focus on and worship Him.
I pray God’s blessing on you as you ‘Consider
your ways’, and move towards what
God has called you to do.
- Pastor Ben.

Haggai : Consider Your Ways God’s Call to Obey (Part 1)
Bible Reading: Haggai 1:1-15

Day

Date

Location

Description

Sun

26/05

All Locations

Haggai : Consider your ways (Part 2)

Sun

22/05

Bethany

Mid-Week Holy Communion Service

Wed

23/04

The Shed

Men’s Shed @ 6:30pm

Sun

02/06

Bethany

Synod - Sunday Service @ 8:30am

Thank you Angela Jacob and Martin Oldfield for lay leading at St John’s Worship Centre
(Central).
Baptism at Grace Worship Service (Riverview) we welcome into God’s family through Holy
Baptism, Elliot McHardy, son of Scott and Elizabeth McHardy.

Working Bee for Synod is being held Saturday, 25 May, 8am-12pm at Bethany for a clean
up of the grounds and worship centre. Bring along a whel barrow and shove etc (f you’re
able). Many mands make light work, so please make an effort to be there if you’re available.
Contact Dess Damm for more information.
First Communion There will be an information session for those wishing to join the Lord’s
table, and receive Holy Communion for the first time on Sunday, 19 May at 11am, St John’s
Meeting Room, 32 Roderick Street. There will be a special time for first communicants
during services at all locations, Sunday, 26 May. Please also see the flyer in this bulletin for
more information regarding the recent national Lutheran church change in teaching
regarding communion for children.
Junior Youth term 2 dates: 10 & 24 May, 7 & 21 June. Come along for a fun night and
finish the school term strong before the school break. Engage is held every fortnight on
Friday, 6pm during the school term @
Bethany Worship Centre Raceview! All
children from Grades 4-7 are welcome to
join for a night of fun, learning and dinner.
$5 p/child or $10 for a family. If you would
like to volunteer, or learn more, contact
Josh Jaeschke (07 3202 4035) for more
information!
Change of Date (Midweek Communion
Service) Due to both pastors being at
Pastor’s Conference in the week
preceeding Synod, there has needed to be
a change of date for the next mid-week
communion service to Wed 22/05 9:30am.

Last Call for Volunteers We are still after a few volunteers for Synod for help in worship on
the Sunday morning (ushering, greeting, HC set-up and more). If you can help in this way
(and you are not rostered on elsewhere that weekend), please let the church office know
ASAP! Thank you to all those who have committed to help across the weekend. It is much
appreciated, and will ensure the event is a success!
Combined Synod Worship is being held at 8.30am on the 2nd of June at Bethany Worship
Centre (Raceview). No other services will be held that weekend. All are invited to join the
delegates of the district convention for this service led by Bishop Paul Smith in conjunction
with our pastors.
Brisbane Appeal Dinner LYQ is being held on Saturday, 25 May, BTP Conference Centre,
Eight Mile Plains. Guest speakers, fellowship and food! Contact 3511 4080 for more info!
Small Groups As you know, you don’t need to be in community to have salvation in Jesus
Christ. That is a matter of grace through faith. But you will never be all that God created you
to be until you invest yourself in spiritual community. The journey of discipleship was never
meant to be taken alone. So if you are not in a small group, get into one! Even if you’ve tried
once or twice before, try again. Even if you don’t think you have the time, make the time.
Even if you’ve been burned before… what a great opportunity to practice forgiveness! Let’s
continue to journey in faith ‘Better Together’. Contact the church office if you require any
further information.
A new Small Group is commencing Tuesday 4 June at 2pm – 4pm. Meeting in the room
under St. John’s house (34 Roderick Street). The format will be slightly different to the usual
study and questions. Come along and see for yourself whether this would be for you. The
more the merrier, so the group is open to all ages: come if you are 80 with a life time of
experience or are young parents you are welcome to bring them along your children. If you
need more information or transport call me and we will see what we can organise. Vicki Park
(DTh, BMin), on 0422 817 292.
Spare Mobile Phones As part of our way of supporting our sister church : Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in Myanmar, we are hoping to donate some second hand mobile phones to
their church as they have mentioned this a s a point of current need. If you have any spare
mobile phones you would like to donate, please contact the church office.
Men’s Shed The next Men’s Shed is being held on Thursday, 28 May. Guest Speaker is
Bethany’s Syd Haag, who will be sharing a few stories. Bring along a donation - BBQ meal
will be provided. Call Will on 0427 793 338 or Russell on 07 3201 8708 for more
information.
Counselling Veronica Heck (our onsite counsellor) has more openings available for people
to receive professional counselling at our church office during office hours. She offers a
reduced rate, while having years of experience in life coaching and improving emotional/
spiritual/mental health during life circumstances. To find out more, call Veronica on 0414
695 594.
Synod Saturday Evening Function As part of the Synod Program - there is a special
Saturday evening function which is to be held at North Ipswich Reserve Corporate Centre
(43 The Terrace, North Ipswich) with guest speaker David Janetzki (Local member for
Toowoomba South). All are invite to attend - cost is $58, and you can register via the Synod
website at https://qld.lca.org.au/events-2/synod-2019/
Just click on ‘Register for Convention of Synod 2019’ and enter your details and that you are
attending as a ‘visitor/guest’. All are welcome (not just delegates) to what will be a wonderful
evening meal and what is always a night of great conversation and celebration.

Prayer Points

•
•
•
•

that the church would show itself to the world as God’s holy people, who show God’s
love.
that the church would proclaim the good news.
for all who are ill.
for God’s people to grow in faith and bear much fruit.

Connect Card & Submitted Prayer Requests

•
•
•
•

for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Lutheran Bethlehem Church) and
our partnership with them in the gospel.
thank you God that you are always with us and helping us to do your will.
thank you for our children and families. Thank you for all we have. Please be with all
recovering from surgery and illness, please help them rest and recover.
for those in our church family suffering stress and overcome by life problems, for
comfort & strength.

General Prayers

•
•
•

the Pastors, staff team and leaders of the church.
worship services across all our locations (beforehand and as they take place).
specific events as they arise (i.e. funerals, weddings, baptisms etc.).

Want to know more about Jesus? Head to ‘Next Steps’ on our website: www.ipswich.church or
alternatively, speak to one of our pastors. We would love to hear from you and help you if you want to
continue in your faith walk, learning more about our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Guests - We trust that you have drawn closer to God in worship today. Our church is blessed by your
presence today. Please stay and enjoy a ‘cuppa’ with us after worship and make yourself known to us.
We’d love to answer any queries you may have, and be able to bless you with a special welcome pack
& gift – just for you!
Help us to care - If you know of someone who has fallen ill or who is suffering in any way, please let
the Pastoral Care Coordinator or one of the Pastors know by contacting the parish office so that
appropriate care and follow up can occur.
Looking for Christian Education? - We are blessed to be able to partner with Bethany Lutheran
Kindergarten (86 Raceview Street, Raceview, Ph: 3294 0024 | www.qlecs.org.au) and Bethany
Lutheran Primary School (126 Cascade Street, Raceview, Ph: 3288 8799 | www.bethany.qld.edu.au) as
they provide quality Christian education to the children and families of our city.

