W E E K LY B U L L E T I N - 1 3 T H J A N U A R Y 2 0 1 9
A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEAD PASTOR…
Today we begin an exciting new series called Life. Money.
Hope. And if money really could talk, what might yours say?
As you probably have worked out - life doesn't always go as
planned, and there are often highs and lows that we must face.
God’s Word shows us a better way that gives us hope and
encourages us to be generous no matter our circumstances.
Today we are focussing on a few proverbs, and some of
Jesus’ stories (parables) where he shares how the key to a
blessed life is a heart of generosity, because he said: “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)
The challenge is that so many of us today think of being blessed as getting
more, but the reality of what Jesus said is that to really experience blessing, we
must be generous, and we will be blessed as we give more.
One of the things that we need to do is change our mindset. Because when we
truly realise how blessed we are. And as you realise all that God has given to
you: materially, financially, relationally, and spiritually through Jesus - the
greatest gift whose birth we just celebrated, we will truly see that it is more
blessed to give than to receive.
Be blessed,
Pastor Ben Hentschke

Life. Money. Hope.
Part 1: A Heart of Generosity

Bible Reading: Pro 11:24-25; Lk 12:13-24

Day

Date

Location

Description

Sun

20/01

All Locations

Life. Money. Hope Part 2

Sun

20/01

Bethany

Services at 7:30am and 9:00am (All services at

Thur

24/01

‘The Shed’

Men’s Shed Night

Sun

03/02

Bethany

Combined Church-wide Service at 9:00am for
installation of new Bethany Lutheran Primary
School Principal Heidi Hansen (no worship at
other locations on this day)

other locations as normal)

Thank you to Kay Pike & Robert Suthers for leading worship at Ipswich Central (St.
John’s) today.

Advent Appeal 2018 - Sustainability ELCM Project We are still waiting on one more
figure regarding our Myanmar Advent appeal, so hopefully have the details next week
(sorry) - but if you would still like to give to help support it, please place the amount in a
clearly marked envelope ‘Myanmar’ into the offering plate to help us aid the ELCM with their
renovations, which will help them support their church through hall booking revenue, as
tithes and donations aren’t high enough to cover maintenance, let alone their outreach
ministries. Only about 6% of the population are Christian so these donations will go towards
supporting the ELCM as they spread the gospel to their community! Thank you for those
who have supported this project as we too strive ‘to know Christ and make Christ known’.
Mainly Music will be starting up again on the 6 February at 9:15am, inside the
Bethany Worship Centre, 86 Raceview Street, Raceview. please enter via the door next to
the tennis courts. Parking: Please enter from Raceview Street and park in the carpark out
the front of the church - not via the Cascade Street school entrance. First time is free, then
$5 per family each session after that. Hope to see you there! Mainly Music is a fun music
group for parents or primary care givers to enjoy together with their young child/ren. For
more information please see Youth Worker: Josh or call the Church office on 3202 4035.
Meals on Wheels Volunteers are required to enable their regular volunteers to have a
Christmas break, and our Parish has been requested to supply 6 drivers and 6 helpers for
the following dates: Friday 25 Jan 2019. Please contact Des Damm on 3288 9336 if you can
assist.
Extra Service at Bethany Please note that on Sunday 20th January (next week) there
will be a service at both 7:30am and 9:00am at Raceview.

Time Out to Tune In 2019 LCA Daily Devotional is now available for purchase for $23.
To get your copy, call or email the church office.
Prayer Haven is in recess from 11 December to 5 February (inclusive). Contact Eunice
on 0409883672, or our church office for prayer support in the interim.
Christmas & New Year Office Hours The office will be open again as usual from this
coming Monday 14th January. Thank you for your patience over this holiday period.
Operation Christmas Child Now is the time to start collecting items on sale at ‘Back-toschool’ sales. You might like to buy cheap exercise books for paper, coloured pencils, lead
pencils, felt pens, biros, rubbers, sharpeners, pencil cases. (Please note: no crayons). You
can make a difference in the lives of young people across the world!
2018 Offerings Summary Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for your generous
giving in 2018. Thanks to your generosity, our church is able to function in a high capacity to
seek a mighty movement from the Holy Spirit. We have seen a number of new faces enter
our doors, we have provided opportunities for our teenagers to the best church camps in the
country, our children and youth ministry has high quality staff and volunteers, and about to
kick-off a new year with a new exciting vision, and we continue to be able to support our
community with around 500 food parcels to those in need. We also have an exciting vision
from God to move into the future with faith. This is an exciting church to be a part of, and
giving is essential to see this movement continue.

As you can see, two of our locations finished a bit behind our goal that was set for the year,
so we encourage you to continue to grow in your giving as you grow in your faith with us, in
order to be able to continue to change lives as we seek to know Christ, and make Christ
known - in our communities, in our city and around the world.

Prayer Points






for all those who are saved, that they may stay strong in the faith.
for those who are lost, that the gospel may reach them.
for those weighed down by sin, that they would find comfort in God’s grace and
forgiveness.
for Christians, that they may be the light to the world.

Connect Card & Submitted Prayer Requests






for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Lutheran Bethlehem Church) and
our partnership with them in the gospel.
thank you God that you are always with us and helping us to do your will.
thank you for our children and families. Thank you for all we have. Please be with all
recovering from surgery and illness, please help them rest and recover.
for those in our church family suffering stress and overcome by life problems, for
comfort & strength.

General Prayers





the Pastors, staff team and leaders of the church.
worship services across all our locations (beforehand and as they take place).
specific events as they arise (i.e. funerals, weddings, baptisms etc.).

Want to know more about Jesus? Head to ‘Next Steps’ on our website: www.ipswich.church or
alternatively, speak to one of our pastors. We would love to hear from you and help you if you want to
continue in your faith walk, learning more about our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Guests - We trust that you have drawn closer to God in worship today. Our church is blessed by your
presence today. Please stay and enjoy a ‘cuppa’ with us after worship and make yourself known to us.
We’d love to answer any queries you may have, and be able to bless you with a special welcome pack
& gift – just for you!
Help us to care - If you know of someone who has fallen ill or who is suffering in any way, please let
the Pastoral Care Coordinator or one of the Pastors know by contacting the parish office so that
appropriate care and follow up can occur.
Looking for Christian Education? - We are blessed to be able to partner with Bethany Lutheran
Kindergarten (86 Raceview Street, Raceview, Ph: 3294 0024 | www.qlecs.org.au) and Bethany
Lutheran Primary School (126 Cascade Street, Raceview, Ph: 3288 8799 | www.bethany.qld.edu.au) as
they provide quality Christian education to the children and families of our city.

