WEEKLY BULLETIN - 30th December 2018
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR…
How’s your “prayer life”?
It’s a simple question but it can be tough to answer. Emotionally this
question feels like “Sum up your relationship with God at this point in
your life”. Bible reading, by comparison, is clearer and more
“objective”. How many pages? How far along in your plan? Prayer
doesn’t quite fit into an Excel sheet quite as easily, but that doesn’t
make it any less important.
God means for your life to run in reliance on prayer. Prayer fuels the
engine of your heart and mind. Not coffee, not social media buzz, but prayer. You need
God in and through prayer more than you need anything else. We will not do anything of
any real and lasting value without God, which means we will not really do anything of any
eternal value without being in ongoing communication with the One who is eternal and of
infinite value, One being God.
Yet, you probably feel as insecure about your prayer life as you feel about anything.
Prayer is the lifeline and life-mystery for believers. We know we need to pray, but we
know we don’t pray enough. Join us this coming Sunday as we explore practical ways to
increase our relationship enhancing communication with the God who always listens to
and always looks to answer. Let’s be a family who prays intentionally and often. A family
who keeps the communication channels open with a God longing to encourage and love,
give joy and direction to His much loved children.

In His service,
Pastor Roelof

First Things First - Part 1

Bible Reading: John 4:1-24, Ephesians 6:10-18a

Day

Date

Location

Description

Sun

06/01

All Locations

First Things First Sermon Series - Part 2

Wed

30/01

Bethany

Mid-week Communion Service (9:30am)

Thank you to Bob Weis at Grace Worship Centre (Riverview), and Paul Modra at
Bethany Worship Centre (Raceview) for lay leading today .
Thank you to all the many volunteers, parents and children who participated in the
Bethany Happy Hour, Children’s play and Carols Christmas Eve Service.

Advent Appeal 2018 - Sustainability ELCM Project Not able to
come on the Myanmar Mission Trip? No problem! There are other
ways to help! Like most churches in developing countries, the
ELCM is struggling with sustainability. We are seeking to raise
$6000 to aid with their renovations, which will help the ELCM
support their church through hall booking revenue, as tithes and
donations aren’t high enough to cover maintenance, let alone their
outreach ministries. Only about 6% of the population are Christian
so these donations will go towards supporting the ELCM as they
spread the gospel to their community! We encourage you to
support this project as we too strive ‘to know Christ and make
Christ known’. To give now, visit http://myanmar.ipswich.church,
donate cash through the pigs during advent, or use a clearly
marked enveloped (Myanmar) to donate into the offering bowls.
Favoured Book Released Peter Steicke’s new book “Favoured”
is finally available! If you’d like to know more about the book, visit
www.incrediblyloved.com/blog, or order your own copy at
www.incrediblyloved/favoured/. Martin & Pauline Oldfield also have hard copies available,
email oldfieldmp@gmail.com to get a copy today!
Mainly Music Do you love music and/or working with
children? If yes, then Mainly Music is the place for you! We are
in need to volunteers to help us bring learning and fun to many
pre-school aged children. Mainly Music is a fun music group for
parents or primary care givers to enjoy together with their young
child/ren. We will be starting up again on the 6 February at
9:15am, inside the Bethany Worship Centre, 86 Raceview
Street, Raceview. To volunteer please see Chaplain Josh or call
the Church office on 3202 4035.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers are required to enable their regular volunteers to have a
Christmas break, and our Parish has been requested to supply 6 drivers and 6 helpers for
the following dates: Thursday 3 Jan 2019, Monday 7 Jan 2019, Wednesday 9 Jan 2019 and
Friday 25 Jan 2019. Please contact Des Damm on 3288 9336 if you can assist on any or all
of these dates.
Membership Class We very excited announce that we are holding our next
membership class on Saturday, 5 January, 9am-12pm in St John’s Meeting Room. Please
RSVP to the church office via email: info@ipswich.church.
Time Out to Tune In 2019 LCA Daily Devotional is now available for purchase for $23.
To get your copy, call or email the church office.
Prayer Haven is in recess from 11 December to 5 February (inclusive). Contact Eunice
on 0409883672, or our church office for prayer support in the interim.
Christmas & New Year Office Hours The office with be closed over Christmas/New
Year from the 24 December – 4 January (inclusive). Hours may continue to be irregular
until Monday, 14 January, so we encourage you to please phone before visiting.
Lutheran Women Magazine subscription fee for 2019 is due Monday, 7 January 2019.
To subscribe, place $10 in an envelope with your name on it, and place either in the offering
bowls or give to Rosalie Zahnow, or Jan Fischer.

Volunteers Needed!

Synod 2019 We (Ipswich Lutheran Church) are hosting the LCA Queensland District
Convention of Synod from May 31 - June 2 next year (2019). There are a multitude of skills
required to make the event come together, so if you would like to be a part of this event,
please contact our office, or project manager Gary Hermann for more information!
Food Pantry Ministry We are looking for a few volunteers to help shop, or pack boxes
for our CareNet Food Pantry ministry. Contact the church office to find out more details
Worship & Ministry Volunteers! As Christmas and the new year looms, we are in need
of more volunteers for our various ministries! Contact the office for more information!

Prayer Points






for all those preaching the word of god, that Christ alone may be glorified.
for thanksgiving for the harvest.
for the citizens of the modern state of Israel.
for God’s blessing on the new year.

Connect Card & Submitted Prayer Requests






for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Lutheran Bethlehem Church) and
our partnership with them in the gospel.
thank you God that you are always with us and helping us to do your will.
thank you for our children and families. Thank you for all we have. Please be with all
recovering from surgery and illness, please help them rest and recover.
for those in our church family suffering stress and overcome by life problems, for
comfort & strength.

General Prayers





the Pastors, staff team and leaders of the church.
worship services across all our locations (beforehand and as they take place).
specific events as they arise (i.e. funerals, weddings, baptisms etc.).

Want to know more about Jesus? Head to ‘Next Steps’ on our website: www.ipswich.church or
alternatively, speak to one of our pastors. We would love to hear from you and help you if you want to
continue in your faith walk, learning more about our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Guests - We trust that you have drawn closer to God in worship today. Our church is blessed by your
presence today. Please stay and enjoy a ‘cuppa’ with us after worship and make yourself known to us.
We’d love to answer any queries you may have, and be able to bless you with a special welcome pack
& gift – just for you!
Help us to care - If you know of someone who has fallen ill or who is suffering in any way, please let
the Pastoral Care Coordinator or one of the Pastors know by contacting the parish office so that
appropriate care and follow up can occur.

Looking for Christian Education? - We are blessed to be able to partner with Bethany Lutheran
Kindergarten (86 Raceview Street, Raceview, Ph: 3294 0024 | www.qlecs.org.au) and Bethany
Lutheran Primary School (126 Cascade Street, Raceview, Ph: 3288 8799 | www.bethany.qld.edu.au) as
they provide quality Christian education to the children and families of our city.

