WEEKLY BULLETIN - 2nd December 2018
A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEAD PASTOR…
Welcome to the first Sunday of Advent. What an amazing
season it is as we journey together toward Christmas.
The word ‘advent’ is a version of a Latin term which
means ‘coming’. And so as a church we use these weeks
leading up to Christmas as a chance to look forward to our
celebration of the arrival of Jesus, the Messiah, the light of
the world, our Saviour.
Advent is a season of great expectation, and I am glad
that you are joining us for that journey - or more correctly, joining us in an
epic journey that began more than two thousand years ago, as we follow the
star and discover the light of the World.
It’s a journey of the heart and soul, but it’s also a journey that will realign our
expectations and experience of the Christmas season.
And it’s a journey that will explore the gifts of Christmas delivered by and
through Christ: hope, love, joy and peace.
May God guide you as we celebrate together this Advent season,
Pastor Ben

The Star Series –Part 1

Bible Reading: Matthew 2:1-10a

Day

Date

Location

Description

Fri

7/12

St John’s

Friday Night Service 6.30pm

Sun

9/12

All Locations

The Star Sermon Series - Part 2

Wed

19/12

Bethany

Mid-week Holy Communion Service

Thank you to Bob Weis for lay leading today at Grace Worship Centre (Riverview).
Thank you to all those who helped at “The Star” movie night, your time and effort was a
huge blessing to all those who attended!

Advent Appeal 2018 - Sustainability ELCM Project Not able to come on the Myanmar
Mission Trip? No problem! There are other ways to help! Like most churches in developing
countries, the ELCM is struggling with sustainability. We are seeking to raise $6000 to aid
with their renovations, which will help the ELCM support their church through hall booking
revenue, as tithes and donations aren’t high enough to cover maintenance, let alone their
outreach ministries. Only about 6% of the population are Christian so these donations will
go towards supporting the ELCM as they spread the gospel to their community! We
encourage you to support this project as we too strive ‘to know Christ and make Christ
known’. To give now, visit http://myanmar.ipswich.church, donate cash through the pigs
during advent, or use a clearly marked enveloped (Myanmar) to donate into the offering
bowls.
Bethany Elections are being held this Sunday - TODAY, after the service on 2 December
to elect Office Bearers and Committees for the upcoming year 2019. To nominate someone,
contact Chairperson Steve Podlich.
Mid-week Holy Communion Service will be held on 19 December at Bethany
Raceview, instead of the last week of December.
Favoured Book Released Peter Steicke’s new book “Favoured” is finally available! If you’d
like to know more about the book, visit www.incrediblyloved.com/blog, or order your own
copy at www.incrediblyloved/favoured/. It would make a great Christmas gift!

Christmas Eve Service Times
Bethany Worship Centre @ 6pm [Christmas
Play and Carols Service] & [Happy Half-hour
from 5.30pm]
Grace Worship Centre @ 7pm
St John’s Worship Centre @ 7pm
Christmas Day Service Times
Bethany Worship Centre @ 8am
St John’s Worship Centre @ 8am
*For worship centre locations, see the back of the bulletin.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers are required to enable their regular volunteers to have a
Christmas break, and our Parish has been requested to supply 6 drivers and 6 helpers for
the following dates: Thursday 3 Jan 2019, Monday 7 Jan 2019, Wednesday 9 Jan 2019 and
Friday 25 Jan 2019. Please contact Des Damm on 3288 9336 if you can assist on any or all
of these dates.
Tuesday Small Group Carols will be held at St Mary’s aged care home at their advent
service, 10.30am, Tuesday 11 December.
Kids Camp will be held on 7-11 January 2019, for grades 3 –6 in 2018, Coolum or
Highfields. This year they will be learning about bible stories, along with many fun packed
activities! To register, visit www.lyq.org.au/kids. Early bird price is $335 per camper before 3
December. Please contact the parish office if you need financial support to attend.

St John’s & Bethany Worship Centre
We are very thankful for the donations and offerings which
members have been generously providing, 100% of which goes
to support Ipswich Parish staff and ministry costs.
While progress has been encouraging, Bethany and St John’s
are behind budget, so any extra help you could give before the
Bethany Shortfall (as of 31 October)
St John’s Shortfall (as of 31 September)

$11 366
$4 388

To give, simply go to www.ipswich.church/give . Cash/ cheque (in sealed envelope)
accepted in offerings or at church office. (Contact office for other giving options!)
Advent Devotional Book (courtesy of the Lutheran Hour Ministries) is online now! For
a printed copy, contact the church office.
Volunteers Needed!
Synod 2019 Ipswich Lutheran is hosting 2019 Synod in May/June next year. There will
be a multitude of skills required to make the event come together, so if you would like to be
a part of this event, please contact our office for more information!
Food Pantry Ministry We are looking for a few volunteers to help shop, or pack boxes
for our CareNet Food Pantry ministry. Contact the church office to find out more details
Worship & Ministry Volunteers! As Christmas and the new year looms, we are in need
of more volunteers for our various ministries! Contact the office for more information!

Prayer Points






for the Church, would always remain ready for the coming of Christ.
for those enslaved to worry and anxiety, that they may find comfort in Christ.
for those in authority would have the wisdom to plan for the future.
for the Church, that we would see life from God’s perspective.

Connect Card & Submitted Prayer Requests






for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Myanmar (Lutheran Bethlehem Church) and
our partnership with them in the gospel.
thank you God that you are always with us and helping us to do your will.
thank you for our children and families. Thank you for all we have. Please be with all
recovering from surgery and illness, please help them rest and recover.
for those in our church family suffering stress and overcome by life problems, for
comfort & strength.

General Prayers





the Pastors, staff team and leaders of the church.
worship services across all our locations (beforehand and as they take place).
specific events as they arise (i.e. funerals, weddings, baptisms etc.).

Want to know more about Jesus? Head to ‘Next Steps’ on our website: www.ipswich.church or
alternatively, speak to one of our pastors. We would love to hear from you and help you if you want to
continue in your faith walk, learning more about our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Guests - We trust that you have drawn closer to God in worship today. Our church is blessed by your
presence today. Please stay and enjoy a ‘cuppa’ with us after worship and make yourself known to us.
We’d love to answer any queries you may have, and be able to bless you with a special welcome pack
& gift – just for you!
Help us to care - If you know of someone who has fallen ill or who is suffering in any way, please let
the Pastoral Care Coordinator or one of the Pastors know by contacting the parish office so that
appropriate care and follow up can occur.
Looking for Christian Education? - We are blessed to be able to partner with Bethany Lutheran
Kindergarten (86 Raceview Street, Raceview, Ph: 3294 0024 | www.qlecs.org.au) and Bethany
Lutheran Primary School (126 Cascade Street, Raceview, Ph: 3288 8799 | www.bethany.qld.edu.au) as
they provide quality Christian education to the children and families of our city.

